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to carry out one of their chief tactics, the introduction
of the surprise element.
Why was there no patriotic revolution ? The answer
is, I think, that the bourgeoisie were bewildered and still
trusted the Government; many of the leaders of the
political Left were in prison as communists, or in exile ;
the Fascist Right believed that it was on the way to
obtain what it wanted through a German victory, and
those among the soldiers who might have wanted to
organize a revolt were not given the time to do so.
Langeron remained at his post in charge of the Police,
who had been armed some weeks before, and who were
told to keep a look-out for any attempt to organize the
defence of Paris. While the centre of Paris was orderly
and calm, the roads leading out of the capital were
crowded by refugees, moving in serried ranks, sometimes
no more than a few hundred yards an hour. Outside
the stations the roads were blocked for many hundreds
of yards by people trying to take trains that often did
not exist. They used to wait, sometimes a whole day,
sometimes a whole night, only to be told when they
reached the ticket office that no trains were running.
The British Embassy had left and the British Consulate
was leaving, but no instructions were given to British
subjects as to what they were to do.
On the whole the Parisians remained remarkably calm,
although a surprise attack by air or land might have
come at any moment. Early on Monday morning I
happened to motor through the Champs-Islysees, the
Avenue des Grandes Annees and Avenue Foch; every